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This document contains the following writings:

Obituary of Adam Spencer Wilson

Obituary of Elizabeth Taplin (Taplan) Wilson

“Male Side” about Nathaniel Willson and Adam Spencer Willson

“Female Side” about the Taplins (Taplans)
Transcriber’s Note:  Mr. And Mrs. Wilson shared the same birthday one year apart.  Their great-great-great grandson also shares this birthday.  

Adam Wilson Dead
One of the Well Known Citizens Passed Away Last Evening.
Transcriber’s Note:  I do not know the date or publication in which this obituary appeared.  A date is written at the bottom:  1902.


At a few minutes after 6 o’clock last evening death came to the relief of Adam Wilson, at his home, 13 S. Academy Street.  For several weeks it has been known that Mr. Wilson was rapidly failing, but the end came peacefully and almost without warning.  Three years ago deceased was afflicted with a severe bronchial trouble, and one year later dropsy set in, which was the immediate cause of his death.  


Adam Spencer Wilson was born at Stanford, Canada, August 20th, 1823; when twenty-one years of age he took up his residence in Troy, N.Y., and for several years was a resident of that city.  December 1st, 1854, Mr. Wilson came to Janesville, and engaged in the blacksmith and carriage business, which he carried on extensively until failing health compelled him to retire.  Possessing a happy disposition, and unassuming manner he made many friends, who will be pained to learn of his demise.  Five years ago Mr. Wilson was bereaved of his companion in life, but he was tenderly cared for by his daughters, Sara and Mary, now living at the old home.  Three sons reside in Iowa, William, of Le Mars, and George and Frank, of Sioux City.  


Notice of the funeral will be given later.

Crossed the Dark River

Mrs. Adam Wilson
Transcriber’s Note:  I do not know the date or publication in which this obituary appeared.  A date is written at the bottom:  Jan., 1897


Yesterday afternoon at 2:30 o’clock, after months of patient suffering and waiting, Mrs. Adam Wilson bade farewell to those around her and entered into eternal rest.  Elizabeth Taplin was born in England August 20th, 1824.  When seven years of age her parents removed to America and made their home in Canada.  Later they settled in Rochester, New York, where the deceased remained until her marriage to Adam Wilson, which occurred November 23d, 1852.  Eight children were born in this union.  The three eldest died in infancy.  Those remaining are William, Sara and Mary of this city; George and Frank, of Sioux City, Iowa, besides a bereaved husband to mourn her loss.  A kind and loving wife and mother, a good Christian woman, endeared to all around her, now sleeps in peace.  


Notice of funeral will be given later.  

Female Side
Transcriber’s note:  This was written by Frank ____ Wilson.  I assume that would be Frank Taplin Wilson, but the middle name doesn’t look a think like that; it is hand written.  I have typed everything here.   There are sections that have been crossed out, and that is indicated below.  I do not know who made the corrections and therefore can not be sure who is correct, so you have it all exactly as I have it.


My great-grandfather’s name was John Taplin.  He came to this country from a seaport town in England when my grandmother was seven years old and landed in Canada on a farm and possessed considerable means for those days.  After a few years in Canada, moved to Rochester, N.Y., and purchased a few acres of land which in less than a year was taken into the city of Rochester and he sold it out in lots and more than tripled his investment.  

Children of John Taplin, six sons and four daughters.  Boys were William (could be a typo, but there is an ‘s’ after William), John, Thomas, two Roberts and Ben.  The first Robert died in infancy, which accounts for two bearing the name Robert.  


Daughters were named Elizabeth (my grandmother).  Mary was the oldest and was buried in England, Maria and Ellen.  Maria married Fred Hunt, Cleveland, Ohio.  Ellen married Hemmingway, Rochester, N.Y.  Ben lived in Rochester, N.Y.  William lived in Troy, N.Y. and had two boys Fred and Tom. William, the father and son Tom were employed by the New York Central Ry.  (This would be Railway, I assume.)  The father William was a depot master for twenty five years and the son Tom was a policeman. 
Male Side

Transcriber’s note:  This also was written by Frank ____ Wilson.  See above.


My great- grandfather’s name was Nathaniel Willson and was a Buffalo, N.Y. lawyer.  He had two sisters (aunts of my grandfather Adam Spencer Willson) one of whom was named Rachel.  The other Esther, married a wealthy land owner near Niagara Falls, on the Canadian side.  He also owned a large hotel by the name of ROSS.  


My grandfather ADAM SPENCER WILLSON had three sisters, Abagail, Ann and Catherine.  The oldest sister Abagail married a man by the name of Alexander Heaton a widower.  They had four girls and one boy.  Their names were Eleanor, Effie, Jessie, Florence and Charles.  Jessie married Parkinson and is the mother of Oscar Parkinson, Lawyer, Stockton, California.  


Next sister, Ann married Wilkerson and had eight boys and two girls.  


Alanson was the oldest grandchild on the Nathaniel Willson side.  


Third sister, Katheryn married a m an by the name of Hendershot – typical Englishman and lived at St. Katherine, Canada.  (One wonders what Mr. Frank Wilson’s idea of a typical Englishman was.)  

Adam Spencer Wilson
I don’t know who wrote this.  It is an original copy of hand-written notes that likely fell out of one of the many books my Grandmother Helen Orcutt Wilson left me.  It is not in her hand however. I have typed it verbatim and have not changed the abbreviations.
Gr. Gr. Adam Spencer Willson – 1823


born 10 m. from Niagara Falls (Canada) 


his father Alexander Wilson



lawyer – died in 50’s



practiced in Buffalo


his mother – Sarah Spencer



left alone with one son (Adam Spencer) & 3 daughters




Ann Willson




Abigale 




Kathryn



Ann married Alexander Wilkerson




belonged to Hud___ (sp?  Hudwits, Hudcuts)



Abigail married Heaton




died in Calif.



Kathryn m. Hendershot

then Adm. went to live with wealthy uncle – no family

Adam 20 yrs. old when he left Canada (offered Adm. to stay with him, but wanted to leave)

Made home around Troy –


where met –Elizabeth Tapplan

worked in Troy – blacksmith wagon-making


had a chance to go to Sing-Sing as boss over men – went 


afterwards met Eliz. in Troy  



her home in Rochester, N.Y.

married & went to LaFayette


lived there a yr. & started bus.

she had rheum too bad so he sold out bus. –


she went home –


he went to Janesville in fall of 1853


wife came a yr. Later

father bought prop. On Dodge & River 

& started bus. – destroyed by fire

then built brick bldg. On same corner 

– still there


3 older children – all died –



one twins




oldest child born in Rochester – Nov. 24, she called Sarah




twins Wm. & Ellen (3 mos.)


Will – Jul. 15, 1858    West


George –Feb. 22 – 1859    Washington


Sarah – Jan. 22 – 1861


Frank – May 15, 1863


Mary – March 15, 1866

