Shelver Wins State Civic Award
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Former Dunseith mayor Glen D. Shelver, a long-time civic leader, has been given the 1980 Shirley Verderwerf Memorial Aware for excellence in community development.  

The presentation was made at the North Dakota Community Betterment Awards Day ceremonies in Minot Saturday.  The program is sponsored by the North Dakota Business and Industrial Development Department.

Dunseith received a Community Betterment honorable mention in the division of towns with populations between 700 and 5,000.  Underwood was first in that division.  

Also cited during the ceremonies was Dunseith mayor Bob Leonard, who received a State Governor’s Award for service to the Rolette County community.  

Shelver, singled out from statewide nominations for the Vanderwerf Memorial Award, has been not only mayor, but also a pharmacist, fire chief, coach, school and park board member and perennial community volunteer in Dunseith.  

He is a former boys basketball coach and Boy Scout leader.  He served on the local board of education 12 years and was instrumental in the construction of elementary and high school buildings, the Business and Industrial Development Department said.

BIDD also noted Shelver was a member of the Dunseith City Council 14 years before being elected mayor – a post he held for another 12 years.  

Shelver has been president or director of the Dunseith Commercial Club, development corporation, nursing home corporation, golf club and has been chairman of the park board.  He was also a driving force behind creation of the International Peace Garden, said spokesmen for the Community Betterment program.

The retired druggist and his wife, Annabelle, recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  The Shelvers have two sons and five grandchildren.

The state Vanderwerf award is named in honor of a former community development representative of Otter Tail Power Company.  Shirley Venderwerf (a cousin of Rolla publisher Roger Bailey) died suddenly in 1979 during a highly respected and effective career, which included many contributions to community development in North Dakota, the state BIDD noted.  

Twenty-nine cities were among finalists competing for this year’s Community Betterment Awards, with the first-place finishers receiving $500 cash awards from Governor Arthur Link.

Besides Underwood, the top placers were Clifford and Flasher.  

Dunseith, second place in its division a year ago, was among honorable mention getters placing behind Underwood, New Rockford, Hankinson, Hebron and Langdon.

Helen Doeling, Dunseith Community Betterment Club chairman, remarked, “The other towns must have done a terrific job, because we thought we did a very good job.”

